Frankaix., Ten. Dec. 30, 1831. 

Chickasaw Natior , 

L of your great fathr, We lately travelled 
1) confer with you on-important 1 usin s?. 
, had road?, and severe cold weather 
If you fro n attending, to hear what we 
late. That those who were not present, 

___ *rmed of the purposes of our visit, we 

write you this letter, and have caused it, and the talks, 
which were presented at our Lite meeting, to te printed 
and circulated amongst you, that all may urdcrstrrd. 


We ask, you to consider them 
•venient time, when your people 
and their opinions ascertained' 
that your great father may det; 


well, and at pome con- 
can be conferred with, 
to give us your answers, 
•mine upon the propriety 


of again sending commissioned; to visit you, and to con¬ 
clude such arrangements as by , ou may be agreed upon.. 
Without th's no contract you may enter into, with each 
other can be binding. 

Brothers —We are acquainted with many of you who 
are men of intelligence and caminderstand this and other 
subjects which may he presented. To such of you, we 
speak, and beg that you will lisdn to what we say. The 
Chickasaws in a short time will be surrounded by the white 
people of three different states, Tennessee, Alabama and 
Mississippi. They must then bt called upon to perform 
the duties of the white man, and o conform to the laws of 
the state where they live. This many can do; but how 
jean the unlearned comply with aws which they cannot 
read—laws which are printed h many hooks, and hich 
are altered more or less every /ear by the Legislatures 
of the States. When the inforned of your nation shall 
learn some of the laws where they live, and be able to 
explain them, perhaps a near neighbour may live in some 
other state. Hence one neighbour cannot instruct ano¬ 
ther. But this will not be the case v. hen you are remov¬ 
ed to the west and settled beyond the limits of the. states 
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There ydu can live under those laws and regulations to 
which your people have been accustomed. We know 
that many of your people can live and enjoy themselves 
under the white mans laws. Some of these are desirous 
to remain where they are, and let it be so. Let every 
man continue with the whites who wishes to live with 
them; but to desire to i stain here the ignorant Indian is 
unjust. Each and evdry one should have the liberty 
granted, and the opportunity afforded to go or stay as he 
may desire. 

Brothers —The late treaty with the Chichasaws pro¬ 
vides a reservation of lard foi all who may choose to re¬ 
main ; and it also provides for those who wish to remove, 
provided a suitable hom? can be found. Suffer us to re¬ 
mind you of the great responsibility which awaits you on 
this important occasion. If you heartily unite in further¬ 
ing the wishes of the President of the United Siates, and 
exert your influence in obtaining from your brothers, the 
Choctaws, a suitable country for your people, then such 
as wish it, can remove, knd others who desire to do so, 
can remain on tbeir reservations. Put if you withhold 
your aid on this desirable object, and fail to obtain a coun¬ 
try for your people, therl all must remain and live among 
the whites. This you ltiow they cannot do. It will not 
be long before they will all upon you to relieve them from 
their distresses. Whatjcan you do? Will they not say 
that you failed in your di ty, when probably it was in your 
power to act. On this subject you should well reflect, 
for we candidly say to jdu, that with your assistance we 
have a reasonable hope of prevailing on the Choctaw 
Nation to yield to you i portion of their country. We 
cannot persuade oursehes that they will be so wanting in 
feeling as not to grant lyour reasonable request. Put if 
you are indifferent about it, and express no wish on the 
part of the Chickasaw Nation to obtain for your people 
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the country sought for by us, then indeed we cannot hope 
to obtain it. 

In your reflections among yourselves do not complain 
of your great father for not providing for you a home in 
the west, such as your pec pie are entitled to. We take 
great pleasure in saying, that the Chickasaws stand well 
in the affections of the people of the United States. We 
acknowledge the good feeling aid kindness of their na¬ 
tion, when many others of the Indians were at war with 
us. Your nation has been faithful to her first treaties made 
with the United States, and have never shed the blood of 
our people; others have done us great injury. Hence 
your great father the President stmt his commissioners to 
you in the year 18*20. One of us, Gen. Coffee, was in that 
co n mission. He recollects well his instructions from the 
President. He was charged to inform the Chickasaws 
of the kind feo lings entertained fir them by the people of 
the United States, and to warn them of the crisis which 
has arrived, and to say, if they iemained at their present 
residence,they would have to ahmden their ancient cus¬ 
toms, and submit to become citizens of the state. He was 
charged to offer the Chickasaw Nation a country in the 
west, where they could go and be governed, as always 
they had been, by their own laws, and live under their 
own Chiefs, beyond the limits of any state, and under the 
protection of the United States. The President was in¬ 
duced to make them this offer, believing that the red man 
could not rest in peace under the laws of the white man. 
Your brother, Gen. Coffee, felt the importance of the sub¬ 
ject. Having been long acquainted with some of the 
principal men of your nation, and entertaining a friendly 
feelin^ for them, he entered on the duties assigned him 
by the* President with a fond hope that you would listen 
and be convinced. Had you given attention to the offers 
then made, you might have been happy; but you would 





4 




nbt, Preferingto remain, you declared your determina¬ 
tion to adhere to your present country, and heeded net 
his counsel. 

Brothers —The country which your great father prof¬ 
fered to you is no longer lis; it has been ceded to other 
tribes, and now, the only ilternative before you, is to ob¬ 
tain by purchase a portion of the Choctaw lands. They 
arc your neighbor?, friends and brothers, and have it to 
spare. A hope is entertaned, that mindful of their an¬ 
cient lriendsh ps; and beii g possessed of a larger country 
than they ever can want, hey will not fail to accommo¬ 
date you, if your wishes 1 e viade kn own to them in an 
earnest, frank, and propel manner. Now is the time to 
act. Decline and put it o f to some future time and it may 
be too late. The wants a id condition of the Chickasaws 
being frankly and fully nude known, their Choctaw bro¬ 
thers will not turn away a id leave them to suffer. Their 
great father will not thinl so unkindly of them as to sup¬ 
pose they will refuse, whe 1 he is willing to make to them, 
a reasonable and fair conpensation for their liberality. 

Acting by the direction of your great father, we have 
spoken freely and fully. We beg you in return, and on 
your own account, to consider of our sayings well, and 
at some convenient time,itell us what you wall do. 

Your friends and brothers, 

JOHN COFFEE, 

J. H. EATON. 


Oaka Knoxabee Creek, Dec. 6, 1831. 

To the Chiefs and Head Men 

of the Chickasaw Nation. 

Brothers —After the tedious travel to which you were. 
subjected during the inclement season of the past winter, 
your great father is concerned, that you were unable to 
find a country to which the people of your nation could 
* remove. Every days observation, and every reflection 
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he can mak*, satisfies him, that it is utterly hopeless to ex¬ 
pect, th it you can live under the government of the States 
of Alabama and Mississippi. A large portion of your 
pco, le being without education, are incapable to read and 
understand the laws their white brothers enact, ’i hey 
are contained in many books, tedious to read and hard to 
comprehend. A s each of these States is under the control 
of its own Legislature, a portion of your people, accord¬ 
ing to their particular location, must be subject to the 
government of one or the o her, and hence difierent laws, 
in difierent parts of the nation, tending greatly to embar¬ 
rass you, will exist. Hardships and inconveniences must 
of consequence result, and seeming oppressions often take 
place. For this there is nopreventive. 

The President of the United States is sincerely desir¬ 
ous, if it be possible, to relieve his red children from this 
state of things. But how can he effect it? Frankly he 
has said,and it is now repeated, that he has not the autho¬ 
rity or power to declare to any State what it shall or may 
not do, nor to prescribe the limits to which their laws 
may be extended. If murder, the ft, or crime of any sort, 
be committed within the Irdian country, as the laws now 
are, the offender must be answerable to the demands of 
the State, and be tried before its courts. If debts con¬ 
tracted, remain unpaid, the courts must hear and deter¬ 
mine the matter, and award execution against the debtor. 
The sa thingsmustcontinue,for yourgreat father considers 
that he has no authority to interfere, and cannot inter¬ 
fere to prevent their occurrence. 

It is matter of concern that you are necessarily subject¬ 
ed to such inconveniences. ^ One of two things, now only 
can be done. A removal must take place—a new home 
must be found—or, you will have quietly to sit down and 
conform yourselves to the laws of the States where you 
live. 





Your great father, solicitous to take care of the interest 
' of his red children, and to advance their happiness, has 
sent us to answer the appea which you have made to 
him. You have failed to find a home, in the search you 
have lately undertaken, and ttjere is now no country be¬ 
longing to the United States t > which he can direct your 
attention, and where he can elcpect your condition to be 
improved. 

One hope remains! The Choctaws, near whom you 
have so long resided, possess a lountry to the west, infinite¬ 
ly greater in extent than is equired for their use and 
wants. Within its boundary s, there is ample teriitory, 
of good climate and fertile s>il, and which is more than 
adequate to the wants of both nations. Relying on their 
liberality, and the friendship which has long subsisted 
between them and the Chicks saws,a hope is entertained, 
that looking to their unpleasait situation, and being influ¬ 
enced by ancient friendships, t’ iey may be disposed to take 
with them their Chickasaw br ithers and consent that they 
participate in theample posses;ions they have. How you 
shall unite? On what terms? And what general princi¬ 
ples of government shall be a freed upon, are considera¬ 
tion for you and them to arra age and settle. Your great 
father, anxious to advance the interest and happiness of 
his red children of the Chicka saws, will cheerfully assist 
them in rendering a fair ec fivaient to their Choctaw 
brothers for whatever privilege of settlement they may be 
disposed to grant 

We desire that you will conf.r with one another, and 
with your Choctaw brothers, upon this important subject, 
and ascertain what equitable plan of arrangement can be 
agreed upon. We will contribute all infour power to ad¬ 
vance so desirable an object; holding strictly in view (as 
properly we should,) the rights and interests of both na* 
tiona 
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Your great father would be well pleased if you could 
find a suitable country any ivhere north of Red river and 
west of Missouri and Arknusaw, whei e your people could 
settle and be satisfied. He can direct you to no other 
place, nor encourage you to hope, that r.ow or at any fu¬ 
ture time a different region of country can be offered, out 
of which to make your sebction. T he country south of 
Red river, to which you refer, is not the property of the 
United States, r.or have we any reason to suppose that it 
ever will be. It is useless 0 indulge a hope that you can 
be located there. It is an expectation which cannot be 
realized now, perhaps revet 

By the laws of the Unitfd States, no contract for the 
purchase of land can be ertered into by Indians, unless 
it be in the presence of comnissioners who represent the 
government. It is proper h c n, that a full and thorough 
understanding should now nke place, if any be practica¬ 
ble. Our time, patience, aid good wishes shall be placed 
in requisition to ass-it in the furtherance of these import¬ 
ant object-, and to induce yoi to harmonize and associate 
as brothers and friends. T> do this is believed to be evi¬ 
dently the interest and poller of both nations. 

J. F. EATON, ) ~ „ 

JOHN COFFEE, $ C ' 


Oaka Knoxabee Cref.e, Dec. 7, 1831. 
To the Mingoes , Chiefs aid 

Head Men of the Choctaw Nation. 

Brothers —Before you take leave of the !.abitat;ons 
of your f thers and the lard of your birth, your great 
father, the President of the United States, has directed 
us to see you, and to express his ardent desire that every 
happiness may be attendent upon a removal to your new 
homes. 

The treaty which last year was concluded, he is happy 





to learn is pleasing and acceptable to his Choctaw'chil¬ 
dren. That which was entei ed into with the Chickr.saws 
has not been available, becai se it was not in their power 
to find a comfortable home, o which they could remove. 
They are convinced,that whtre they are,controlled by the 
laws of Alabama and Mississippi, the. cannot be happy. 
Through the operation of laws, to which they are stran¬ 
gers, their quiet is broken t pon, and the peace of their 
homes disturbed. It is only >y seeking some new abode, 
where their ancient custom i can be regarded, and the 
established usages of their i ition maintained, that they 
can expect that peace which heretofore they have enjoy¬ 
ed, but which is now lost to hem. 

The country west of the I [ississippi, which is secured 
by the trea,y of Dancing Rsibit, is sufficient for an infi¬ 
nitely greater population that th& Choctaws have. The 
■population of each nation beng united, more land will be 
possessed than is sufficient ir the uses and purposes of 
•both. Your great father, kn iwing this, cannot but enter¬ 
tain a hope, that his Choct w children will consent to 
take with them their Chicka saw brother?, by the side of 
whom they have so long dw€ t in friendship and harmony, 
and suffer them to participa 3 in the quit ttul , which a- 
vvaits their brothers beyond i le Mississippi. 

In the examination whicl the Chickasaws made last 
winter, by consent of the g< vernmect, they were unsuc¬ 
cessful in discove ring a hone which was suited to their 
numbers, and to the wants tnd expectations of their peo¬ 
ple. They have returned <3 spirited at the idea. 'Ihey 
are anxious to go, yet can fiid noplace whereon to rest. 
Reluctant to separate thenselves from their Choctaw 
friends, near whom they ha e so long lived; with whom 
intermarriages have taken place, and tender connexions 
been formed, a desire is entertained by their great father, 
that their former relations may be maintained, and they 







continued by the side of their Choctaw brothers, that a 9 in days gone 
by, they may dwell together i.i friendship) and ih i • children grow i :to 
life and preserve unimpaired, their fraternal relations. By uniting to¬ 
gether, the prospects of happiness to both will be enlarged. Additional 
strength will be given, and the meat. 5 of protection be afforded agai t the 
hostile attacks of uncivilized foes. Separated, each may dwindle away 
as other tribes ha\e done. United, hey may concert each a sys.cm of 
-government, as to advance each «thers i .forest, draw to them new 
-strength, and by their course and pover, afLrd a salutary example for 
other Indian tribes to imitate. 

In so important a matter as this, til local considera ions, and se fh-h 
Ihoughts, ought to be laid aside. Tie distinguished men of the Choc¬ 
taws and Chickasaws should think only of the best means to preserve 
their respective nations. The huntes iife should oe exchanged, or only 
-pursued for amusement; and the pluigh made to assume the place of tho 
rifle Intelligence should be diffused amongst the people, and the pieties 
of religion encouraged to enter the daces where superstition has ion® 
maintained i*s sway. Rational government should l e resor ed to, and 
wholesome laws substituted for the vill of rulers who may be chosen* 
to preside. Let the red meu of the f<rest forsake their wandering ways, 
which have sj long retarded their mach to civilization, for then only can 
they hope for that prosperity and business, which may give to them a 
-standing with the civilized and enligitcned of the world. 

We speak to you by instructions tom your great father. We may 
never again see each other, or interciange opi. i >ns in this life. Soon 
we shall part v\ ith you, perhaps to m<et no more on this side of the pleas¬ 
ing dread realities of another world. The fancies of this earth will pre¬ 
sently fade upon the view and becone what they have been to usj* 
play things and toys of those who are to succeed; and which in time will 
have to be again yielded into the hams of t tilers. It is time for liberal 
thoughts and action to be exercised by such as would he of service to the 
race that is to follow. It is submrted for your seri jus considera ion, 
whe her an association of the Choctaws and Chickasaws under a iberal 
form of government, by them to be agreed upon, may not prove if infin¬ 
ite service in attaining these great obpcts. May not other tiioes of red 
■men perceive the benefit of the assoc ation, and by forming a bond of 
union, succeed in drawing the race of Indians into one ge. ecal confede¬ 
racy, in improving each other bv tie compact; creating thereby, a 
strength, whi h shall baffle their enemies, and in the end, reader them 
an improved, enlightened, and mighty people. It is the anion of twenty 
four tribes, governed by wholesome laws, which renders the white men b 
of America stiong and powerful and prosperous. Divide them, and suf¬ 
fer each of their united fires to blaze by itself, and soon they woul4 
dwindle away and be extinguished. Bat by continuing together, feeding 
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and sustaining one another, they s<(i ve to keep the Same bright and ui* 
extiuguishable. It is a whjlesoms experiment, which lies before you, ■ 
"onJ one which, if ventured upon it good feeings, may prove highly in¬ 
teresting and essentially serviceab e to the red men. 

Instructed to that effect, we coim to announce the wishes of your great 
father, and to e press the hope he entertains, that it may suit ihe views 
of the Ch )Ctaws and Clhckasaws, ivho so long have been neighbors, to 
unite and dwell together at heir u iw homes. He is satisfied that in¬ 
terest demands their consent be giv ;n to the proposed union and arrange¬ 
ment, and to etlect it, he is wilting to extend a reasonable compensation 
^on tiie part of the United States, th it his red children of both nations may 
be secured in a peaceful home, and is heretofore, in times past has been 
the case, dwell together as brothers 

Brothers —We come lo visit pu as friends. We earnestly desire 
your prosperity, and seek no other ibject. We have not heretofore de¬ 
ceived you; nor will we now. A lew era is opening upon your people. 
Our desire is, by disclosing obviot 3 truths, to awaken you to a necessity 
of your essential interests. Coniede to your Chickasaw brothers a 
portion of your country. By doir 5 so, both will be benefitted. Assent, 
and ihe Condition of each will be i iproved; but refuse, and your older 
brothers will be constrained to languish under that state of things,—sub¬ 
mission to the white mans law, wl ich you have already confessed your 
people could not bear, and which < insequently has occasioned their re¬ 
moval from the land of their father, It can be of no concern to your 
great father, whether your tribes r move and live together or not? It is 
their concern, not his. Nor is pc session of your lands an object. No 
such selfish purpose governs. ^ A 1 eady the United States hrve a terri¬ 
tory more extensive than theirciti ens can occupy; more than probably 
•'Oviil be wanted for halfa century tqcome, But your great father cannot 
be blind to the fact, that situated, where they are, the condition of his 
red children must in each year become worse, and their interruptions be 
increased. These difficulties he jivould gladly avert, and by placing 
them in a remote country, preservqthem from those ills which a residence 
amongst the whites and within tty States, cannot fail to occasion. A 
generous liberality on the part of t>e Choctaw people can furnish a home 
to the Chickasaws, otherwise they must remain and encounter the dis¬ 
quietudes which are before themAvithout a cheering hope that time can 
make their situation different. Tley might find a home far to the north, 
but to this they are averse. They prefer to abide near to their ancient 
allies, friends and brothers the Ckoctaws. Your feelings of liberality 
must determine if it shall be so; nfiether they must remain where they 
are, beset with difficulties which they cannot surmount, or by removing 
to the west again hope to be happy. 

Brothees. —Did you possess a country merely sufficient for the wants 
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cCyour people, your Great Father wold forbear to proffer the request, 
which is now s bmitted. But the Teri'ory owned by the Choctaws, is 
•fully equal to that which they and tht Chickasaws together occupy on 
this side the Mississippi, and superior n climate and fertility of soil. It 
is not by holding extensive possessions that the happiness of your people 
is to be promoted. This can be servceable to none, but to those who 
follow the Hunter’s life; and from suci pursuits, your warriors should 
be dissuaded by their chiefs and head nen, whose intelligence and obser- 
vation cannot but assure them that itis wrong, and not conducive to - 
their prosperity. If your people be wdely scattered, over an extensive 
tract of country: separated and at a dilance from each other, injury will 
be the consequence. That reliance am mutual dependence, which arise 
•from contiguous settlements,, are esserial to the weli being of your peo¬ 
ple. An interchange of labor and of su-plus products, one with the other, 
will be attendent, and benefi’s conseqiently will be produced. These 
•must fail when the settlements are distnt from each other. Buta further__ 
disadvantage will arise! If any assaut be made upon your nation, the 
difficulty of collecting warriors, w henscattered over an extensive coun¬ 
try, may prove prejudicial, and tend geatlv to assist an enemy, by ena¬ 
bling him to attack and injure your pople in detail. Concentrate your 
settlements, as well as the situation afthe country wtll admit, and agri¬ 
culture will thrive, civilization be advanced more rapidly, and your peo¬ 
ple placed in a belter condition to meetind repel any outrage or violence 
which foes in future, may meditate agiinst their quiet. _ 

BitOTHEits.—We come not to buy vour lands.' We have heretofore 
told you that your Great Father woul no more desire to purchase for 
his white children, any porti on of the ountry w hich was granted toyou 
West of the Mississippi. He will maiitain tha* promiso. The applica¬ 
tion now submitted, is in behalf of yoir long tried friends, and worthy 
brothers, the Chickasaws, who are wihout a home, to which like you 
they can remove. Think you, if the' possessed a country, large and 
fine as yours, they would refuse to offir your wives and children a rest-^ 
ing place within it? If not, whereforeshould you manifest a less gener¬ 
ous disposition, when to practice it, s kindness to them, and to your 
Great Father^ and can be productiveof no injury to you, or to your 
people. 


Brothers of the Choctaws and Chickasaws—We address you loth: 

You are the sumo people, and speik almost the same language. Be¬ 
yond the period to which your traditions reach, through some unfortu. 
nate excitcmeut, a separation must have occurred amongst your people. 
The similarity in appearance, customs and language, clearly indicate 
that you are from the same original ancestry. Why, ihen, should you 
not unite, aud become one and the sane people. By doing so, your pros- 
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pects will h® advanced, arid yoa’jl national strength increased. May it 
not conduce to y wr interest, to fit m a limited government, the Chief, or 
He d man of each division, to g 'era independently within hi® own d:s» 
trict, sn; ject as our peop.e aid the supervising control of laws to be 
exe mted by one general superiij adi )g Chief. Or, if this be not acceptr 
a ble to both nati j .s, and a ctefiJ plan of government cannot be agreed 
upon; then for consent to be giy n, and an agreement to be made, that 
the Chickasaws shall occupy, ail independently hold, such poriion of 
the Ch retaw country, a, may | approved by tbejr brothers, the Choo 
taws,. For this liberality, you* treat Father will consent to pay what 
fnay be considered reasonable ai proper. Whatever a sistance we ca* 
fender, in forming wi:h you, a pit i of government and union, for the ad 
wance nent and prosperity of hot nations, will (if requested) be cheet> 
fully given. In the meantime, ui il a plan beagreed upon, let your bror 
_ there, th? Chickasaws, participe in your lands. 

Brothers of the Choctaw —Think of the situation, in which, a£ 
ter yoor removal, your bro hers j e Chickasaws will be placed; and let 
~yo :r generous feelingssympathii si 1 their behalf. Already are the peer 
pie of Tennessee and Alabama, s uated upon their North and East boun¬ 
dary. Trespasses there take pi -e, and thejadian’s range along those 
lines, is measurably destroyed. );i thejr South border, they have fared 
differently. There you have re ded, and no interruption to the soil and 
fange of the Chickasaws has bee felt; but so soon as this barrier is r» 

_ moved—so soon as you depart, a d your white brothers settle upon the 

Tands you have ceded, then will he Chickasaws find their country open 
on all sides; and along each (in , they will be pressed upon by their 
neighbors. Let not your brotha 3 of the Chickasaw nation, be left ia 
this situation. It is ia vour pow r to relieve them, without the slightest 
injury to any; and j tstice and lei d feelings, certainly cry to you to act. 
The Choctaws, Cherokees and Greeks, are all well provided for^e-An 
- abundant country belongs to theu, West of the Mississippi. The Chick/- 
asaws alone, are destitute of a ha ie; and without an exercise of liberal*- 
^^iy on the part of their Choctaw b others, they wiJb® unable to find one. 

^'Think of these things. Let not na row and selfish thoughts influence you; 
But ac f , we j itreat you, with tha spirit of liberality and justice, which 
shafi be worthy of you. 


J. H. EATON, ) 
JOHN COFFEE-} 


Cpmm^s. 









